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Our mission 
To inspire students 

towards holistic growth in 
Christ & to empower them 

to live out the gospel.

at a  

Gl  ncea

fellowship of evangelical students 

In our last issue, we were asked 
to mourn and grieve over the 

brokenness that we see around us 
everyday ~ from individuals whose 

lives are burdened by pain and guilt; 
to alienation felt among families and 

communities; to the rise of crime, 
moral degradation, social injustice, 
racial tensions, issues of corruption 

and mismanagement that are 
rampant in our country.

Though darkness still prevails and we 
still mourn, light is coming through 
and we need to move on to the task 

of rebuilding that is at hand.
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Missing   In   Action
In the past, much has been said about Christians who have gone “missing in action” in many areas of need in 
our society ~ social justice, racial reconciliation, nation building, politics to name a few. However, the Christian 
voice which seemed to have been missing is now gradually being heard and felt in many arenas. Christians 
can be seen either at the forefront of politics or non-governmental organizations, addressing issues which are 
close to the people’s heart or •ghting for justice and equality.  

As Malaysia faces the dawn of a new Malaysian politics evident at the 
last general election, what seems to be emerging from it is the beginning 

of a new Malaysia which is not de•ned by race or ethnicity but our rights as 
citizens of this land. Malaysians, more so Christians, cannot behave like apathetic bystanders 

anymore but need to act as stakeholders of this country. There is a call upon our lives to be good stewards 
of the resources and our land. We cannot afford to be missing when our nation is undergoing a crucial time 
of change. How can Christians be involved in providing the positive in!uence that is needed in shaping a new 
Malaysia? As we acknowledge our responsibility to bring about the healing that God desires, let us seek God 
sincerely and earnestly to know how we are to work out our discipleship in the places and positions He 
has given to us, be it in our workplace, families, churches or communities.

We can no longer turn a blind eye to the needs that are around us. What might 
be some brokenness that we need to make whole again? Among some of the 
things that we can begin to do include ~ treating individuals humanely and with 

dignity, regardless of race, religion or nationality; reconciling racial relationships 
by overcoming prejudices and hatred; strengthening relationships within our families and 

communities; speaking up for those who are oppressed and not having the voice or means to be heard. In 
Micah 6:8, God requires us to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with Him.

We cannot afford to be missing 
when our nation is undergoing 

a crucial time of change. 

“

”

...treating individuals 
humanely and with dignity, 

regardless of race, religion or 
nationality; reconciling racial 
relationships by overcoming 

prejudices and hatred; 
strengthening relationships 

within our families and 
communities; speaking up 

for those who are oppressed 
and not having the voice or 

means to be heard.

Tang Swee Kit 
Northern Regional 
Team Leader

Missing Ownership

Missing Pieces
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a Moment with  
SU/FES Office Administrator 

How has your job description changed from 
when you •rst began? 
In the early years there was only one FES staff. 
My job was typing out notes & making copies using 
the cyclo-style machine for the staff.

In the 70s, I was involved in the 6th Form Camp, 
handling registration & books. Later in the 80s, I 
managed the daily marketing and the students’ 
shopping list for Camp Cameron and helped in the 
kitchen.

Then in 1995, I took on my current role of managing  
the of•ce accounts for both SU & FES. 

How has FES ministry changed? 
Basically it has remained the same- staff preaches, 
being present at CF meetings and students are still 
independent when it comes to decision-making. 
The approach has changed with the times- more 
trendy.

On days when you don’t look forward to 
working, how do you motivate yourself?
It’s my responsibility!

Pek Heong’s earlier ambition was to do nursing in 
England.

To further her studies, she attended secretarial & 
accounting course in the morning and worked in 
FES in the afternoon. 

  Did you know?

If we choose to stand up and make our lives count, we will need to be prepared 
for the cost we will have to pay. The path ahead will be a dif•cult and lonely 

one, one that no one can fully understand or empathise. We will face uncertainties 
as we step out of our comfort zone and take risks. We will feel the discomfort of 

having to give up our rights, changing our lifestyles or sacri•cing our time, money, effort 
especially when we don’t see immediate or tangible results. We will hear voices that 

bring about discouragement and doubt. These voices originating either from without or 
within can cause us to be fearful of the uncertainties and overwhelming demands of the task ahead 

of us. Are we willing to bear the cost of being obedient to God’s calling for us?

Just as how Nehemiah bids his fellow countrymen “Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem …” (Neh 2:17) 
despite the odds they were against, let us also arise, take our place and start the process of rebuilding our 
nation. As we heed Nehemiah’s encouragement to not be afraid but to “Remember the Lord who is great 
and awesome…” (Neh 4:14), may we •nd ourselves courageously stepping out in faith and making our 
lives count for God. 

Let us not be found missing in action again.

Missing Rewards

Chia Pek Heong

Upon completing her O-levels, she 
was introduced to working part-time 
as FES’ secretary. 36 years on and 
having the distinction of being the 
longest serving member of FES, she 
continued to serve upon retirement 
on a contract basis. She is...
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(con’t)
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Christian Witness in Campus

“
”

Central Focussing On

                 College & Private University Christian Fellowship
(CPUCF)

The reason for CF

CF should not be reduced to a social tea party where it exists solely for Christians to mingle among Christians each 
week. So many people in campus pass us by daily. People who are hurting inside, people searching for signi•cance and 
a meaning to life, people who would give anything to know that Someone loves them and cares for them. This is the 
reason, I believe, why God places us where we are. 

True love for people encompasses so much more than a quick sms of a Bible verse to someone as a quick “remedy” to 
their solutions. I constantly ask myself: How well do I really know my friends and how much do I truly care for them? 
Am I willing to love and accept someone the best I can at the risk of getting myself hurt? 

Loving people comes with a hefty price to pay 

Fear of rejection, making ourselves vulnerable and at risk of being hurt, the amount of time and effort that has to be 
put in makes many shy away from opening up their lives to others. In spite of all that, on that rare occasion when we 
see the fruits of our labour and realise with a pang too, how much we’ve grown, we see that loving people is worth 
every effort, every tear and every heartache.

We are not called to save the world, solve all problems and help all people. However, we do have our own unique call, 
in our families, our campus, our church and our world. Our lives need to radiate the joy and hope that only Jesus can 
give, that is not subject to external circumstances, but that will remain unshaken in the face of adversity. Having lived 
out this calling, then we will see that our faithfulness to a small task is the most healing response to the illnesses 
of our time.

Are we willing to answer this calling?

My prayer is that we, as Christian students in the campus, would be willing to unite our hearts to spread the good 
news in our campus, no matter what the cost. 

Our generation seems to treat our God as a genie who exists solely to ful•ll our longings and desires, not as a sovereign 
God to whom we want to offer up our lives as living sacri•ces.

Perhaps persecution is what we need. Maybe we all need a wake-up call to see the brokenness of this world we 
live in and respond to its needs. Then only, will we be challenged to be true disciples of Jesus Christ.

Sarah Ng Yoon Ai (left)
Medicine, Year 3,
International Medical University

Perhaps persecution is 
what we need. Maybe 

we all need a wake-up call 
to see the brokenness of 

this world we live in 
and respond to its needs. 

Then only, will we be 
challenged to be true 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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Sarawak A Call to be a Safe PlaceFocussing On

It’s natural that many of the students I have encountered in CF, camps or even in campus would smile back at 
me cheerfully whenever I say “Hi” to them. Even during activities, sermons, praise and worship, and sharing, they 
may seem to be very enthusiastic and energetic. However, they may be going through a phase of something’s missing 
within them, a void that sometimes seems a mystery even to them.

I remember a student who comes regularly for one of my Bible studies. She would smile after greeting me and 
occasionally say thank you after the study. At •rst glance she seemed like the rest, eager and joyous in serving 
and doing things for the CF.  After knowing her better, I found out that she has been the one bearing the 
responsibility of taking care of her sick mother while her father is not around to help. When I •rst heard of her 
story, my heart felt like weeping with her. I gave her encouragement and promised to pray for her. It was the 
least I could do. 

As I re!ected on this, I noticed that most of our Sarawakian students need to learn to be more 
open in sharing their life struggles. Only by embracing our past, we begin to take the •rst step of 
restoration. Being honest and real will help us go through this emptiness without getting too disillusioned.

I realise as well that my role as a staffworker is to be a safe place for the students to share and journey 
with them through life. Perhaps by being there for the students, I may point them to our Father, the needed 
presence in their lives.

I realise as well that my role 
as a staffworker is to be 

a safe place for the students to share 
and journey with them through life. 

Perhaps by being there for the students, 
I may point them to our Father, the 

needed presence in their lives. 

Leadership Training 
Seminar , Sarawak

22-24 February

19 students,  
mostly new 
leaders, from 
8 campuses 
around 
Kuching came 
together to 
learn about 
their identity 
as student 
leaders. The 
training also 
included 
tackling 
pitfalls that 
they might 
face.   “Any volunteer for a free ride?”

“You sure it’s this way?”

The next “Leader Idol”?

“We survived!”

“I will follow you..”

“1, 2, 3... lift”

Rayneld Edam 
Staff

Sarawak Region
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Captured moments...      
Selah Weekend , Central VCF

25-26 January

Pausing to ponderOnwards to a ‘hilltop’ experience

“We’ve paused to consider our lives”  

In line with our call for students to rediscover what is spirituality, Selah Weekend 
is a ‘time out’ for students from their hectic schedule. We invite them to create 
space to re•ect on life and to refocus on God. 

This time round, it was to the hills - Bukit Cahaya, Shah Alam  

Graduating Students Retreat  
Northern, 1-3 March

Bible Study comes 
alive! Two different 
places but with 
eager hearts and 

“It’s here, somewhere”

Sometimes 
reading 

aloud helps

23 students from USM, Penang came together to prepare themselves for the 
next phase. Here’s a short summary in the words of a participant.   

“It began with the dif•cult task of walking down memory lanes as we 
remembered how our lives as varsity students began. Then we focussed on 
the present, mainly what we were going to do with the time we had left, 
and •nally the future; saying goodbyes and preparing ourselves for the next 
chapter of our lives.” - Shelby 

Preparation 
for graduation 

101

2. Keep •t by 
doing 

stretches 

3. Exercise 
your facial 
muscles

1. Find your bearings 4. Practise your graduation pose

W.I. 
Weekend

Bible study 
- rede•ned

(con’t)



Captured moments...      
Northern,

Something Fishy , Central CPUCF
22-23 February
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We are “Fishers of Men!”

 “What’s in 
the bin?”

Ladies & gentlemen, “Please check your rods”

Looking for a good spot

Fun in the sun

Serious strategising

Students were challenged to rethink evangelism 
in campus through an overnight retreat in Port 
Dickson. Sessions including a !shing expedition 
and re"ection points were used to bring out 
the message.  

Smiles from Changlun

All together now... from Parit Buntar

Doing Bible study together’s fun

minds all the same. 
In Parit Buntar, even 
church members 
gamely joined 
the students in 
the call to be a 
‘Word-Awakened’ 
community.  

28 February@Changlun & 
1 March@Parit Buntar
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Northern See and Rise to Build!  Focussing On

Tan Sue Min (far right)
Housing, Building & Planning, Year 3. 

University Sains Malaysia, Penang

 So they said, “Let us rise up and build.” Then they set their hands to this good work. (Neh 2:18b; emphasis mine)

  It’s such an epitome of comradeship, the way the Israelites restored the wall; each building a particular 
section, each playing his role. There were nobles (v.5), however, who did not build, and eventually became a source 
of internal oppression (Neh 5:1-14). Have we been too busy building our own ‘houses’ (academic success, fame, self-
pleasures) that we have forgotten our roles as Christian students in our campuses? We cannot sit on the fence. If we claim 
to be on His side, rise up and build. 
 

Look around and see the ruins. See the broken hearts, the neglected voices; the empty and searching souls. 
See, then rise up and build.

Then I said unto them, “You see the distress that we are in, 
how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with •re. 
Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no 

longer be a reproach.” (Neh 2:17)

We look around our campuses and see the external ruins; 
degrading moral values, racial sentiments, rebelliousness. But 
many of us just stop at that; we merely see. And often we deceive 
ourselves into believing that they’re changes of the society we 
cannot reverse but must accept. 

Then Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is failing, 
and there is so much rubbish that we are not able to 

build the wall.” (Neh 4:10)

Indeed, there is so much clutter and distractions that seek to draw 
us away from God – materialism, “busyness”, relationships that 
don’t honour Him; idols that rob us of our time and devotion with 
God. Have we left our •rst love without even realising it? We 
need to gird ourselves with the sword (the Word) even while we 
build. (Neh 4:18)

So often we get so caught up and exhausted with executing 
activities that we forget our building is upon the lives of people; 
involving personal and spiritual needs we must not neglect. 
It would be vanity if we were to build our Christian Fellowships 
merely upon programs when our people are not growing spiritually 
and are suffering inside. The CF is purposed to be a safe haven for 

our campus community to •nd encouragement and hope in the midst of broken families, poverty, racial prejudice and abuse. 
Have we seen all these? If so, what have we done?
 
We live in an “instant-society” today; instant noodles, instant information, etc. More often than we realise, we even expect 
God to instantly answer all our prayers our way. Many rather invest energy into things that can produce tangible instant 
results, but not many are willing to lay their hands on the plough of prayer, studying the Word, discipleship and friendship, 
where seeds are sown progressively.

And there was a great outcry of the people and their 
wives against their Jewish brethren. For there were those 
who said, “We, our sons, and our daughters are many; 
therefore let us get grain, that we may eat and live.” 

(Neh 5:1-2)

“
”

The CF is purposed 
to be a safe haven for 

our campus community 
to •nd encouragement and 
hope in the midst of broken 

families, poverty, racial 
prejudice and abuse. 

Have we seen all these? 
If so, what have we done?
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Southern A Call to Return...Focussing On

...to a First Hand, Real & 
Re•ective Spirituality.

...to the Proper 
Handling of  
the Word.

On 12 & 19 January, students from 
IMU, Seremban & Manipal, Melaka 
respectively, were called to stop & 
listen to God afresh. This call was 
issued through ‘Selah’  Weekends... 

Sketching

Fun time

Being still ‘Selah’ Weekend, Seremban

‘Selah’ Weekend, Melaka

Befriend a tree

Sketching & colouring

“Let’s bowl”

Making sense of things

...while the call to 
return to the Word 
was issued through 

W.I. Weekend 
(3 & 10 March). 

This time the 
students searched 

through the book of 
Philemon. 

David, our 
southern regional 

team leader, 
starting the 
students off. 
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  YouthCentre  asis
No 18, 2nd Floor, Jalan SS15/8, 47500 Subang Jaya 

“If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”  Jesus

Hallelujah! What a gift from Abba. It was almost 6 months ago when we received the devastating news that we 
were not able to renew our lease at Oasis. It came at a time when we felt Oasis was consolidating her minis-
try and we too were getting a better grasp of what it meant to have a youth center. It was a massive blow, I for 
one couldn’t understand the Lord’s way. Still, there was a conviction that Oasis ministry will not end just like 

that.

What the Lord takes away, He gives something better!

Now, at this very point of writing, we have just secured another venue for Oasis. The loca-
tion is strategic, facing the colleges in SS15, Subang Jaya. It is the best possible location after 
months of searching. Thank you, Lord. Thank you, too, dear students, volunteers, staff 
and friends who prayed with us.

I am looking forward to a new chapter in Oasis ministry. There is still much to be done 
before we can move in. We covet your prayers and support. Come, share our journey and be 
part of Oasis ministry! Look out in the next issue on updates for Oasis’ new home!  

May the Lord use this place as a platform for outreach, a place where good 
friendship can be established, a 
place where all who come can 
drink deeply from Jesus’ well-
spring of life and be refreshed.

Let’s all put our hands together now!

New address!We want to say, 
“a BIG thank you” 
to Auntie May Leng 

for hosting Oasis’ Chinese 
New Year Celebration 

at her home (pictures with accompanying 

Oasis article)

May the Lord shine His face 
on you and bless you.

 
We truly appreciate your 
generosity and kindness 

to the students. 

The Oasis staff team 
with Aunty May Leng  

(top row, 3rd from left)
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Name
Hometown
Graduate of 
Occupation
Based in

Winny Liew Yow Lin
Kampar
USM, Penang (1999)
Lecturer 

Tunku Abdul Rahman College, 
Kampar (since 2000)

Dispersed
Featuring graduates who chose to 
work in small towns. 

What made you decide to return to your 
hometown to work?  
I don’t really fancy urban lifestyle & being near to my 
loved ones would be another plus point. Therefore, 
when a lecturing job was offered to me back in my 
hometown, I seized it. 

How’s Kampar like? 
- Not too big. Not too small. Not too fast. Not to slow.
- Beautiful sceneries of the misty mountains where the 
sun rises. Golden re•ection of the sun on the lakes as 
it sets. 
- Cantonese-speaking population. Amenities of a 
municipal. 
- With KTAR & UTAR, the recent in•ux of young 
people & working professionals into this town will 
certainly alter the demographic makeup in this town
- A concerted effort is needed as everyone (local 
and outstation) is targeting campus ministry. I feel 
the quality of life among the Kamparians has great 
opportunities for ministry too – the empty nests, the 
young adults, the children...Great harvest. 
 
How can we pray for you?
I am always glad with what God has provided me, 
particularly my growing family, my supportive circle of 
friends, my experiences and my possessions. I hope 
not to miss what God wants to say to me in every step 
of the journey. 

Any regrets or wished that you’ve 
worked elsewhere •rst?
Could anyone promise me a better life than what I 
have now? 

Winny & husband, Wai Hoo. 
Together with baby girl, 
Lucille (bottom left) & 

son, Louis

Sto  over
Getting to know towns in Malaysia...P
Location

Size
Population

A town in Perak, founded in 1887. At the North-South 
highway, exiting at Tapah, it’s 23km away. 

About 1.5 times KL’s size 

67,753 people (source Wikipedia). Majority of Chinese descent 
while Indian, Malay & Punjabi are also found there. 

Development
 While there are only two main roads in Kampar – Jln Gopeng and Jln Idris, the 
town itself is a blend of old and new. As such a lot of wooden and colonial shoplots 
still stand in contrast to new residential and commercial developments due to the 
existence of Tunku Abdul Rahman College (TARC) and Tunku Abdul Rahman University 
(UTAR). The population, which has been on the decline since the 1980’s, is on the rise 
again because youths are coming here to further their studies.
   
 Since there is no entertainment in town, many students would travel to 
Ipoh over the weekends. According to a youth, one can hardly !nd the latest music 
and fashion here. But the lifestyle of the youths is certainly changing as mamak-like 
restaurants, cyber cafés and comic shops, which bear uncanny resemblances to city 
life are thriving. In fact, the later it gets, the busier it will be with more youths and 
young adults hanging out at these places. 

Church and Language
 The dialects of the locals are Cantonese and Mandarin. There are a few main stream churches namely, 
Wesley Methodist, Emmanuel Centre and Gospel Hall. One heritage that has been well kept in the Anglo-Chinese 
School (ACS) is the Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade which is used to reach out to the youths.
 While language is certainly a factor that leads to dif!culty in breaking the ice 
with the community, at the end of the day, non-locals who are posted here have won 
the hearts of the people through their sincerity in care and service. Perhaps the best 
word to sum the church life is in the words of a pastor that we talked to - “ Kampar 
churches are a sending out church” recalls the pastor, with a tinge of resignation and 
weariness. Hopefully this trend will change with the presence of TARC and UTAR.
 
Working here
Winny Liew (see accompanying column), a lecturer, says that job opportunities that are 
available here have increased. Being where she is, she contributes by helping to 
shape policies to create a positive learning experience for the students. Besides that, 
she also helped the CF in its initial stages to !nd its way and the transition process 
to the next batch. Her involvement does not stop here as she also balances it with 
bringing up a family and with church life. Contrary to the belief that one earns less 
than those in the city, she earns the same as her colleagues in KL but takes home 
more due to the lower cost of living here and she does not have to worry about traf!c 
jams. The same sentiment was also echoed by Mr Thong, an engineer, who said that 
he has time to take a nap after work before going for Bible study. 

Source: FES IVTMT 2005 survey



Want more information? Contact us! FELLOWSHIP OF EVANGELICAL STUDENTS (FES)
386-B, Jalan 5/59, 46000 Petaling Jaya. Tel:03-77829592, Fax: 03-77831663, Email: info@fes.org.my, Homepage: www.fes.org.my

at theUp Next...

May

M  ment
    12-31    Camp Cameron 
    20-24    Inter-Varsity Students 
                 Training Retreat (Chinese Camp)

14-28   S.T.O.M.P. (Mission Trip)  
21         ‘MY’ Sat (Southern, Melaka)

June

July
  5-6     Graduate Retreat (Sarawak)

  25       ‘MY’ Sat (Southern, JB)

  26      ‘MY’ Sat (Southern, Batu Pahat)

                Miri Hi-Tea (Sarawak)

Aug
4-9             East Asia Regional         
                 Conference (IFES, Japan)

4,11 & 25 W.I. Group: Ruth              
                (Southern)        
18            World Student Week 
                 (Southern)

note: 
i. ‘MY’ Sat is about being missionaries in campus
ii.W.I. denotes WORDilicious Investigators

for more info, please visit  www.fes.org.my

WHY NOT BANK INTO: 

a) HSBC Bank Malaysia Berhad
302-031398-001

b) Maybank 
5625 3518 0523

c) Alliance Bank
1214 5001 0029 612
*Kindly contact the of•ce once the money has been 
banked in. 

or send your cheque to:
FES Malaysia, P.O. Box 58, 46700 
Petaling Jaya. Please make cheque payable to 
“Fellowship of Evangelical Students” 

          or via CREDIT CARD deductions.
           *Please refer to attachment for details.NEW!

NEW!

There have been several occasions when we wondered how we were 
able to reach our targeted budget for the year. However, God, our 
Provider, has often surprised us by supplying all our •nancial needs 
through people like you, individuals who believe in the work that God 
is doing among the Malaysian students through us.

We would like to thank you for the way that you have often warmed 
and refreshed our hearts by your support, both •nancially and in 
prayer. It is precisely because of this support that we have been able to 
continue our mission to inspire students towards holistic growth in Christ 
and to empower them to live out the gospel.

We would like to ask for your continued support for our ministry 
by giving •nancially to our work. And we trust that your partnership 
with us in this manner will be used by our God to make a difference 
in the lives of  the students that we seek to inspire and empower in 
our nation, especially for such a time as this.

“It’s not how much we 
give but  how much love 

we put into giving” 

– Mother Teresa

As of 31st March 2008
De•cit         (RM17,413.95)

RM1,240,920.00

Upcoming main projects (May-October)
1. Camp Cameron
2. Inter-Varsity Students Training Retreat (Chinese Camp)
3. Students Together on Mission Partnership (Pantu, Sarawak)
4. Students Journal
5. Borneo Tertiary Students Camp (East Malaysia students)

6. Student Leaders Consultation (Klang Valley)

Projected budget to sustain
the ministry for 2008-  


